
               Minutes of the Meeting of Somerford Keynes Parish Council 3rd April 2023
7.30pm - Held at the Village Hall 

Present: Cllr R. Elsey (RE), Cllr G. Valentine (GV), District Cllr T. Berry (TB), Cllr M. Rigby (MR), Cllr M. Keegan (MK) Cllr M. Hastie-Oldland (M.H-O),

Also present: Clerk K. Josey (KJ), and 2 members of the public

1.Apologies: -Cllr L. Spivey (LS) Cllr J. Whitwell (JW), Cllr A. Stradling (AS),

2.Declaration of interest: none

3.Public Session – no comments

4.Approval of Minutes of the meeting held on 6th March  Proposed MR Seconded M.H-O

5. Clerks Report and Matters Arising.
Footpath 18 – KJ confirmed that the landowner had been invited to the PC Meeting but was unable to attend. The footpaths officer Frank Dorrington Ward has been in contact with the landowner – this is on-going.
KJ confirmed that she has asked Highways to cut back the hedge roadside of the Sculpture Park – Action R.Gray Highways.
KJ confirmed that she has reported the drain in water lane to be cleared by Highways – Action R.Gray Highways
KJ confirmed that the cycleway progress has been hindered by some concrete and the completion date has been pushed back to May.

6.Planning Items
Updates on outstanding planning applications
Ashlands – The PC has submitted a further objection – no further update
Details of new planning applications
LME
23/00831/FUL - Retention of first floor balcony to rear of dwelling (retrospective) at
Lawrence House 47 Mill Village Lower Mill Lane Somerford Keynes Cirencester – no objection

7. Village Lake 
Report from Mike Wilding 
The Lake Management Committee met on 10 March. It was decided to invite Jane Hayman (Water Lane) to join the committee.  She had been a regular helper at volunteer mornings together with her family, and would be a valuable asset to the Lake Management Team. Jane has since accepted. Discussion was held on final expenditure in the 2022/23 financial year, which would include purchase of a moth trap kit which should prove of interest, particularly to village children. A trial with a borrowed trap proved successful a year back. Replanting of the floating island was also agreed to be carried out as well as augmenting the snowdrops planted 2 years ago at the entrance to the Lake.  These purchases would take the total expenditure for this financial year to £966 (excludes VAT which is reclaimed) so £84 below our SKPC Lake Annual Budget of £1050. 
Volunteer mornings would restart from Easter, for planting snowdrops, and other maintenance. A flyer would follow advertising the next Volunteer morning.  Possible volunteer activities for Coronation Weekend and children’s activities for a morning during the Easter holidays, were also discussed.

Cllr G. Valentine highlighted the consideration for an emergency fund for future maintenance of the Village Lake structures i.e the boardwalk. It was noted that things could be expensive to replace through wear and tear in the future and. Action – KJ to look into the possibility of ringfencing CIL Monies.

8. Correspondence. KJ confirmed that she had met with Police Officers regarding the installation of as Speed Camera as per the VAS Scheme. She has reported back to the PC on next steps. It was agreed that the new PC would need to confirm decisions on this action and consultation with any residents in relation to the camera location.
Cllr A Stradling had attended the Village Hall Committee meeting and issued a report to Councillors. It was noted that a new representative will be required from the PC to take on this responsibility. KJ confirmed that all Parish Councillors will be required to agree to dedicated responsibilities at the Annual Council Meeting. Cllr M. Rigby confirmed that the Parish Field Lease will need to be redrawn in 4 years by the new Parish Council.

9. Financial Matters – Clerks Salary  £254.60 , GAPTC subs £147.68, Village lake £113.67,£256.64, Coronation £50.82,    Proposed  MK. Seconded M.H-O
 
10. Any other business for discussion, not requiring a decision, subject to the Chairman’s approval.
Cllr M.H-O has not contacted Cllr L.Spivey in relation to a possible footpath to Neigh Bridge.
 

The meeting closed at 8.30 pm
Date of next meeting:  Monday 15th May 2023 7.30pm this will be the ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on the evening of Friday 19th May at 7.30 pm in the village hall – more details will follow.


